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Notes from Hiss Mildred See -- Toronto. 


Jacob and Katrina Zee from Holland (Knickerbocker 
Dutch) were originals of See family to settle in 
North Amerioa (Kespaud, Long Island, 1670). They 
later moved to New Amsterdam. Then they moved up 
the Hudson River to Sleepy Hollow (scene of Hip Van 
Winkle and Iohaood Crane - now Tarryton, New York). 


When Revolutionary War broke out, the See family 
fled to New York as they were Loyalists. When Captain 
Michael Crass oonvoyed the British Ships bearing 
Loyalists around by the Atlantic Ocean to Sorel, 

Quebec (November 1783) they were with him. In the 
spring of 1784 this party reached Kingston, whioh 
Captain Grass founded. In the party were the Sees, 
Swarzes (Michael Grass' wife's family), the Ashleys, 
Harpers and the Grasses. 

Capt. Michael Grass was an Englishman who lived 
along the Hudson River. He fought for Britain in 
the Seven Years' Wa^and was taken prisoner at Ft. 
Frontenac. Here, he was held for some years until 
the Revolutionary War broke out. When Sir Guy 
Carleton beoame Governor of New York, to protect 
the Loyalists, he sent word to Grass asking him 
if he would convoy these ships carrying Loyalists 
around by sea to British territory, which he did 
in 1783. 
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Capt. Michael Grass, U.E. 
their dtr 
Elizabeth Harper, 


Catherine Ashley, 


Stewart See, their son 


m. 

ra. 

m. 


( 2 ). 

.Swarse, U.E. 

Col, John(?) Harper, U.E* 

Geo• Ashley, U*E* 
from Ashley, N* Carolina. 

(they^-gn^trs cated 2,600 — 
—So res to be Loyalists^ 


£ 


n. David See, U.E. 


in, 


\ 

(descendant of Jacob \ ,v^A 
and Matrina, mentioned - ^ ^ 

in foregoing). 

Sarah Llaria Hendall 


Their children — 

Llaiy See — m. Jas. H. Rutherford of Albion 

Russell See — m. Edith Newlove of Macville, Later Maiton 

(Albion, Con.4 Lot 12) 

Francis Albert — m. Lovinia Baxter Ox Caledon. 




SEE A GRASS 


Jaoob and Katrina Zaa from Holland (Knickerbocker 
Dutoh) were originals of the See family to sattla in 
Mespaud, Long Island, 1670)* They later moved to 

Hew Amsterdam. They then moved up the Hudson River 

r 

to Sleepy Hollow (soene of Rip Van Winkle add Iohabod 
Crane), now Tarryton, Hew Tort. 

When Revolutionary War brote out, the See family 
fled to Hew Tort as they were Loyalists. When Ca|£ptaln 
Hlohael Grass oonvoyed the British Ships bearing 
Loyalists around by the Atlantio Ooean to Sorel, 

Quebec (Hovember 1883), they were with him. In 
the spring of 1784 this party reached Kingston, whioh 
Captain Grass founded. In the party were the Sees, 
Swarzes (Michael Grass' wife's family), the Ashleys, 
Harpers and the Grasses.. 


Capt. Michael Grass was a native of Cermany, a saddler 
and harness-mater by trade, ant for years worked at his 
trade in Philadelphia. He fought for Britain in the 
Seven Years' War (1765-63) and was taken prisoner at 
Fort Frontenac. Grass was not confined to the fort 
but allowed to hunt,, fish etc. Once he escaped but 
was brought back. Again he attempted to escape along 
with 2 other prisoners; it was 9 weeks before they 
reached an English settlement, one prisoner having died 
from hunger and exposure. It*was the knowledge which 




*•111 



( 2 ) 

Grafts had acquired of the territory aliftataaaqajU while 
a prisoner whloh lejfd to his appointment to the leadership 
■ixiifcniiitiiilum of oonveylng the band of refugees* 

9 

When Sir Guy Carleton became Gowernor of lew York, 
to proteot the Loyalists, he sent word to Grass tsking 
him if he would oonvoy seven ships carrying Loyalists 
-around by sea to British Territory* It does not 
appear that Captain Grass oooupled any offloe in the 
ax?ny during the Revolution* His oaptainoy commenced 
upon bis leaving New York with the vessels for Canada* 

By vlrtuv of his oaptainoy he was entitled to draw 3,000 
acres* He drew his land in Kingston and Sidney* 


f * 

V\ A * 

n 
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Grass waB a man of excellent character and possessed 
some education. He was appointed Magistrate at an early 
period, and as such performed many of the first marriages 
in Kingston. Member Church of England* Probably brought 
up Lutheran. His old "Dutoh" Bible still is read by 
an old German in Ernestown. * . > * 

Michael had 3 sons and 3 daughters. The sons were 
Peter, John and Daniel* 



Miohael was married to one of the Swarses. One 
of his daughters married Colonel Harper; their daughter 
married George Ashley, and their daughter, Catherine, 
married David See (all U.S.'s whose families were in 
the par$y oonvoyed by Michael). 
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» * 

David 3a a was a descendant of the Jaoofc & Katrina 

Zaa already mentioned. Ha vaa a young nan whan 

• + 

he came over with the Loyalist party, and settled 
in Lancaster where ha died in 1883* One of his 

sons* John, served in War of 1818 with Glengarry 

\ 

Regt. of Militia. Another son, Stewart See, 
married Sarah Maria Kendall and their ohildren 
are oonneoted with Peel as follows — 

Russell See married U8 Edith J. Hewlove, 

i 

daughter of James Harvjry Hewlove a life-long 
wombs resident of Maovllle. The Sees are living 
at Malton (1925) on the old homestead of the Hon. 
James C. Aikens, M.P.P. 

Mary See, married James Hamilton Rutherford, 
well-known family of Albion twp. 

Pranois Albert See, married Lavina Baxter 
of Caledon. 


HOTE: 

Another Michael Grass served as a Private with 
Butler's Rangers during the Revolution. When the 
Corps was disbanded he went to the States to look 
after his aged parents. This Miohael Grass oame to 
Canada in 1801 with his family and purchased land 
in Grantham twp. where he died in 1812 from sickness 

4 






contracted while on serrioe in War of 1818• 

Michael did not reoeire land from the turn Crown - 
as the U.E. list was formed before he returned to 
Canada. 

His ohildren were as follows — Henry, Darid, 
Jeremiah, Miohael and John, also a tarn daughter, Mary. 

Under Order-in-Counoil dated 1819, SOO aores 
of land were located in Caledon twp., in the name 
of Miohael Grass, late of Grantham, deceased, but 
this was found unfit for oultiTation^^Jl c. jum - 
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F|MBBLB2iaP* 

Owtoln ^ryr 0 .e* (Bm originally "Xmi") 

(Founder of Eir^rton. Ccturio). 

(bom in Gtraabxirg.Cor.i&ny, 

Sato of birth? Dote of death? I3IS 

PI— of bnrlfxl? 

Parents? - 

Vhoro did the; live? 


Vlie 9 s name? . ....Sears (a Enickerbocker family 

of rev York ) 

t 


Further lrfonrntion - 

41J O 1\ I ? 


See oopy of "The Grass Family* fr^m 

or i ** pat o? oviriE - 


Children - 

Daniel Middle District 



• 



* 


do. 



Ein^ston 


Pen* 


Eir^cton 

n. Col.John harper 


Elisabeth Harper, dan* of Col* John Harper, married 
George Ashley. D.B* (Ashley. N*Carolina is named after this 
fmslly) . and a daughter, Catharine Ashley married David Sea* 
(See next page) 
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Mlohnol Qrm. ContM 


1 Soo, aarrloS Sarah Moriah t 
.ru.>?:oll aoo cnrxied Sdlth 

Ioto ex "scriHo# 


Stonart mr of TMnci 

Kindnil and In tarn their son 

Bowlove & d&achtor of Jtr:oe T.< 


Hu33cll Soo "•ho ia a dlroo- Heaoondant of 
on t^o honoatcad of Sir J«n 
i.^Tuji’all 3oo, u toaoiior at lad. ton and 


Tho homo of 

Mlohaal Craac xs£ 

Aikena* Tv/o &ouo 
John Howlora See. 


rther lnforantlon from iir 


~tL . ^/VJUv*-^i^ 


JLJL 
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IQCH^EL CIK 33 . 

Bngllehixm, settled on tho Upper ^udacn. Fought in the 
Seven Tearo' Hnr. waa held prisoner nt Port Front anno* 
ffhon Governor Carle ton of Hew York needed soaeone to 
convoy the Loyalist a ho sent for Grass who went to 3or*l, 
Hover bor, 1783. Captain JHchael GrcDfl, U.K* wae the 

l 

founder of Mngatcn. He aurried a Hies 3ware who belonged 
to a Ilni alter oocher foully, Their daughtor aarrled 
Col. John Harper who had a grant where the Kingston 
anaouries now stand. Ho died lntentate and the land 
reverted to the Crown. 

Their dau. Elisabeth II* rper oarrled George Aahlay,U.B. 

(Ashley. ;Urth Carolina, ia rimed iftor this funily). The 

Cnthnrlno /«,h''ey, 

dau. of Gcor?o f. Hliaabetii Aa.iley iurried David 3ee, U.B. 

Pittsburgh J JR JlJhip. 

.hoaon of Jntu-riue a:id -Ar/id doe, 3tewnrt # carried 
3urah V;iriaa Kind-til. .’ho ir aon .iasaoll See onrried 
.Cdita -*owlo7o, dun. of Jnw on Uqm love, of Seville, where 
thoy rosidod till thu cleat .1 of J;ae3 I owl ore, when they 
moved to Ur Juuoj ..L.en'a ho.ieatead aear Ikilton. They 
had two 3ona, Aondull ( te o lor at oil ton) and Cohn How- 
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OU U. S. Uat. 

1 

Oman, Mioh* 01, - Xin»?ston, - 3.G. Onpt. Hew 'fork Militia. 

Itnrjned 3ook, Provision List 

0 

1780. 


Grna», 

Ganiol, 

- U. Diet. 

• 3on of Uichpal Greas, 

> 

Grass. 

)iT«, now 

• do. 

- A*. Dnu . of ditto. 

'Vartman, 

* 


Gross, 

John, 

• 

O 

T* 

1 

- ion of di tto. 

Grass, 

'iia ry. 

- 

- Dnught. of Hlohnsl Groaa. 

Grass, 

J eter, 

- Kingston, 

- 3on of Uiohnal Grass. 
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23 January* 1534* 


Ur* £uasell ;ee, 

R« • f • 1 .S3 to 

Ontario# 


Doar Kr. Joe: 

re i'&gL COUBrY rJaXEY 

In ay forthcoming history I Fish to ^iv© an 
adequate place to the United Umpire Loyalists# 

I was imioh interested to learn that you are a 

descendant of the celefcrntod ichoel v ma. 

Can you give ix a history of your fuxuily, in- 
oludii^ whatever information you ra&y have relating 
to ' -iohiu.l - l^-ls previous to and. after Lin settling 
in vtat in now Kingston? 

Are your wife*E people also United Umpire Loyalists? 
If oO, can you f 3 ivc mo the mne oi the ancestor through 
whom th*»y derive this di 3 tinotion? 

I shall ao Much appreciate your assistance in ^ 
this natter# 


Yours faithllilly* 


v.n, Perkins Bull# 


t*n 


:F 
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3 "ebruery* 1934* 


Uisa u ildred li. 3 m, 

10 Milbrook Crescent # 

Toronto, Ontario* 


Doar Ulna Sees 




L HISTORY 


Tour information re tha Grans family history sas 
most interesting* I an onelosing a oopy of an C rdor-in- 
Oounoil to Uiehael Grass for land in Caledon* You sill 
notice this **iohcol Grass is listed as being of C rant has 
Township* Shat connection would ha be to the Uiohael 
Grass of the Eastern District? 


In the Centennial List of U* A. Loyalists* the 
names of James and John 3ee, of the Loyal Rangers* appear* 
Has either of those your ancestor? And if so* oan you 
giro me some family history? 


I shall neuoh appreciate your assistance* 

Tours faithfully* 


Stan Perkins Bull* 


USt? 
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HISTOHY 0? THE PROVISOS C? G.TCARXO tUpper Canada). 

By Wm. Canniff, M.D., ?.R. C.d.2., 

Toronto, Ont. : Huolia.ied ay A. K.‘ Hovey, 34 King 3t. W, 

1672. 


p. 550 • CAPTAIU :rrC:i.-,ZL GHA33 

Captain Michael Grass, the .first settler of King¬ 
ston township, was a native of Germany. The period 
of his emigration to America is unknown. He was a saddler 
and har ne s a- na k e r by trade, and for years olied his 
trade in Philadelphia to Hew v urk, for his son ’eter 
was born in this city in 1770. According to the statement 
of his grandson who often heard the facts from his father, 
-eter Grass, soon after t.-ie co.-auenoement of the rebellion, 
Michael Grass was tr xen prisoner by the Indiana, who were 

staying at Cataraqui. In this he is probably mistaken. 

n 

We learn from another source that it was during the pre¬ 
vious w Frenqh war, which is more likely t6 be correct. 

It would seem that Grass and two other prisoners were riot 
confined in the fort, but held in durance by a tribe of 

Indians, who permitted them to hunt, fish, kc. They made 

$ 

an effort to escape, but were caught and brought back. 
Again they attempted, carrying with them provisions, 
whi,ch they had managed to colleot, sufficient to last 
them a week. 3ut it was nine weeks before they 
reached a.n English settlement, one having died by the way 
from hunger and exposure. It w;.s the knowledge which 
Grass had acquired of the territory at Cataraqui, while a 
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-2- Capt. Iliohael Grass, 


’ Hilt 


prisoner, which led to his appointment to the leader¬ 
ship of a band of refugees at the close of the war. 

It does not appear the Captain Grass occupied any 
office in the army during the war. his captaincy com¬ 
menced upon his leaving lie w York-with the seven 
vessels for Canada. By virtue of his oaptainoy, he was 
entitled to draw 3000 acres. Beside lot twenty-five 
in Kingston, he drew in fourth concession of 3idney 
nearly 2000 acres in one block. 

Captain Grass had three sons, Peter, John and 
Daniel, and three daughters. Daniel, some years after, 
went sailing and was never heard from. Peter and John 
settled in the Second Town and became the fathers res¬ 
pectively of families. The land drawn by the captain, 
and the 600 acres by eaoh of his children, has proved a 
lasting source of wealth and comfort to his descendants, 
p. 55 i Captain Grass naturally took a leading part at 

least during the first years of the settlement at Kings- ( 
"ton. He was possessed of some education, and v/as a man 
of excellent character,, with a strict sense of honor. 
Although opportunities presented taemselves to accumulate 
property at the expense of others, he refused to avail 
himself of all such. He was appointed a magistrate at an 
early period, and as such performed many of the first 
marriages in Kingston. In religion, he was an adherent 

to the Church of England. Probably he had been brought 

« 
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-3- Gapt. Michael Grass. 

. /** 

• / ^ 

up a Lutheran. His old "Dutch’* Bible still is read by an 
old German in E^nesttown; but it seems a pity that al¬ 
though seme none of the Grass family oan rend its time 
worn pages, it should be allowed to remain in other hands 
than the descendants of the old captain. 

In connection, it :aay be mentioned that some time 
before the war, a poor German, a baker by trade, came to 
New York. Michael Grass assisted him into .business, 
and even gave hin a suit of clothes. When the refugees 
came to Canada, this baker aooompnnied them. He settled 
in Que’oeo, where he amassed eventually great wealth, and 
the P- family are not unknown to the publio. 






Library, Arohiv es. 

7) 

PIOKEKH LIFE OH THE BAT OF QUIRTE 

IHCUJDIHO GEHEA LOGIES OF OLD FAMILIES and Biographical 
Sketches of Representative Citisena. 

Rolph A Clark, Ltd., Toronto* 

p* 344* 



SS^AMILT 

ctntkin Michael Grass was bom in Stmsburg, 



Gammy. *he mm a la aaid to have baan originally -Kress.- 
the German word fbr Grass, *ere tha change insUtutad by 
tfce old Loyalist himself, it must hare ooourred shortly 
after his emigration to tha Western world-, for tha name 
appears under its present form in tha power of attorney 
granted to him by George 111. in 1783 . During **» h0 *" 
ti 11 ties that prevailed between Great Britain and 
France throughout Horth America? prior to tha *merioan Re- 
rolution, Michael Grass rendered loyal service to tha British 
Crown and being captured by tha aneny was for some time held 
as a prisoner of war at the French settlement of Cataraqui. 

Ha trade his escape and fled to what was then the English 
province of Hew *ork. Soon after Cataraqui was captured 
by the English under Colonel Bradstreet; the garrison was 
transported to Montreal, and the French fortress and village 
of Cataraqui was ceased to exist. Its admirable location, 
however, at the source of the River St. Lawrence, could not 
long escape the attention of the British Government; and, 
it was mainly through the Instrumentality of Captain Michael 
Grass, that the important city of Kingston—so intensely 
loyal to the British CrownA-arose upon the ruins of his 
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former plaoo' of oapUflty. 

It is niiffltit to soy that Mlehasl Orms* ooreod 

in tho Royal mica during tho American Revolution; hi* 


sash and sabre with it* massive handle of iolid m» eilver 
aro *till oh*ri*h*d hoirloon* among hi* descendants. 

In 1783 began that remarkable movement in Horth 
American history, known a* the United empire ^oyaliet* 
movement from the United State* to Canada. M «ny of the 
intrepid patriots sailed from the Atlantic aeaboard to 
Sew Brunswick and Sot a Scotia, and, thenoe, a considerable 
number made their way to what is now the Province of 

Ontario* 


P.345 


It seemed to the British authorities dssirable to 
diroot tills movement towards founding a colony at the head 
of the River St. Lawrenoe; and Hlohael Orass, on account 
of his keen intelligence, his proven loyalty, and hie 
familiarity with this part of the county gained during, 
and prior to, his captivity, was frequently consulted ^ 
by the general in command and eventually placed at the head 
of a band of loyalists, who in several ships, and under 
convoy of a British man-of-war, made their way from Hew 
York to Sorel. Henoe a detachment under the command of 
Captain Grass penetrated to Collins Bay. Finding the soil 
west of the Bay, to be rooky, ho is said to have deaajred 
that ho had come too far to settle upon a rook. However 
this iwy be^pioked upon tho present township of Kingston, 
and returned with his companions, for the winter, to Sorel. 
Re assisted in the surveys, running himself the base line 












for tha towMfeip of Kingston; and, undor tho power of attor- 
noj ftnil fV issued to his by Rio Majooty King Osorge 111 
ho drow tho lands for tho loyalists, thoir oono and daaghtoroj 
his own patents enbraood one- third of tho prosont 
city of Kingston. 

Ho strongly reoemended the creation of a separate 
province to the root of dueboo, and cordially welcomed the 
establishment of Uoper Canada with the seat of government 
at First Town, or Kingston, as it began to be called by 

arrived and began to 


i. 




organise what is now the Provinoe of Ontario. 

Captain Grass bestirred himself to promote the 
growth and prosperity of the new capital; and the iresent 
market, the site of the Court u ouse, and the Raodonald 
park were presented by him by deed of gift to tho city of 
Kingston, and to this day, worthily perpetuate hie memory. 

He died on 25th April, 181J, having lived to sot a flourish¬ 
ing oity lof which he was the foremost citisen) ariss upon 
the rojnljB of his former place of captivity. That he was not 
unmindful of the great work that lie had accomplished is 
evidenced by the following extract from a letter written 


by him two years before his death. 

"Seven and twenty years have rolled away since my 

eyes for the second time beheld the shores of Cataraqui. 

In that space of time hew nany changes have taken place. 

How many of the seats of my associates are now vaos,tft . . . 


« 
















-l- The atm am fbnily. 
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Yes, seven and twenty years ago soaroe the vestige cf a 
» habitation could be found In the *ole tetent of the 
Bay of *uinte. Hot a settler had dared to penetrate the 
rant forests that oiroled Its ahorss. Bren on the spot now 
covered with stately edifices were to be seen only the 
bark-thatched wigwam of the savage or the newly ereoUd 
tent of the hardy loyalists. That when the ear heard me 
it blessed me for being strong in my attachment to my 
sovereign and high in the oonfidenoe of my fellow subjeots. 
I led the loyal uand; I pointed out to then the site of 
their future metropolis and gained for persecuted 
principles, a sanctuary; fbr myself and followers, a home." 


Ruliff Grass, son of Robert Everett Grass and r.anoy 
Purdy his wife, and great-grandson of Captain tiohael Grass, 
was educated at the Stirling Hi<* School and at Victoria 
College. He engaged for some twenty years in mercantile 
business at Frankford, and then became, and still is, largely 
interested in the dredging business for the Canadian Govern¬ 
ment. ^e now resides in Toronto, *iere he is a leading 
citiaen and recognised as a power in the financial world, 
being Vice-President of the Excelsior Life Insurance Co., 
director of the Ontario Bank. etc. Ur. Grass owns the sword 
and sash worn by his famous ancestor. Captain Michael Grass, 
and is thoroughly versed in the early history of Ontario. 
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On-arlo Hiatoricnl Society njwifl iiai Records 'ols* 7“®» 

Vol. °> - "one E.bocha In the Story of Old Kingston 

3y IU 33 Ajneo Maule Machar - 2, The Coming of the Loyalists 

P. 112. 

MICHAEL GHAoS. 

Captain Grass who had owned a fans some 
thirty miles from Hew York, had onoe teen for a ehort 
time a British prisoner of war with the French at Fort 
Frontenao. When he refused to enter the American 
service, and took refuse with his fura.ly within Hew 
York under British protection, the commander (Sir 
Guy Carleton, afterwards Lord Dorchester), much per¬ 
plexed concerning the future of the numerous Loyalists 
in the city, sect for Captain Grass to obtain information 
as to the country about Cataraqui. Finding that he gave 
a good report of it, the General asked whether he would 
undertake to conduct to the place as many of the Loyalist 
emigrants as might be willing to aocompany him. After 
three days* consideration he agreed to become the leader 
of such a hand; rhei^ipon, notices were at onoe posted, 
inviting all who desired to go to enroll their names. 

A company of women and children was soon enrolled, and 
in vessels provided by the Government they set out to 
sea. Their little fleet of seven ships was nearly 

wrecked by the way, and they e ot no farther than Sorel 

° u 

that season, being obliged to live there through^ the win- - 
which 

ter, in such cincumstances,*must have been dreary enough. 

And now the men of the party had come to 
behold their promised land; and pitched their tents at 






















Michael Grass (cont) 


Iniain or ~iasJ 3 a:-uga Joint, already referred to as the 
si to of an old Indian burying-^roond, and of Frontenao** 
Conference# They surveyed the fair landscape acout them, 
as rrontenac had done more than a oentury fcefore; and 
Captain Gras >3 tells u.s ' there was no bulldin*, to be 
seen, save the tark-thatched wig.-’ame of the savage or 
the rewly-ei^jtod tent of the hardy Loynlist"; for trie 
ruined walls of Fort Frontenac, and ite still standing 
tower rould hardy count for muoh In the distance# 

The wives and families soon followed the 

prospectors#••••••••• The eager settlers had to remain 

\ 

for some time, awaiting the surveying and numbering of 

the Townships, which were not alloted until July# Mean 
time other companies of refugees had arrived on a 
similar errand, and the Covernor paid the plaee a visit# 
. hen the time arrived for allocating the town¬ 
ships surveyed, the Governor gave Captain Grass the »■- 
first choice for himself and the company he had led. 

He at once ohose the first township, that of Kingston# 
Sir John Johnston, who had the second choice took the 
second township now Zrnesttown; Colonel Rogersgl the 
third, that of Fredericksburgh; and Major Vanalstine, 
the fourth, Adolphustown; while Colonel KoDonell, with 
his company, took the fifth, that of < arysLurgh. 






















Lennox and Addington Historical Society Paper* Vole* W* 
Vol. 3 - ""he Coney Scrap 5ooks- In GIA-Yiat Graveyard** 
v rom*Toronto weekly Sun", August 2*^899» 5^ 

MICHAEL GRASS . 

% 

“he body of Captain Crass nor lies in vhat is 
known as the Hethodist Come‘;ery at Cataraqui, Just 
across the road from the burial place of Sir John 
Itocr^onald* There stands at the head of the grave a » 
rough stone slab, projecting about one loot above the 
ground ar.d bearing the alnple Inscription* 

laCfiLZL GRASS. 

Died April 25th, 1313* 
aged 7& years. 
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£Onr:i03 aKCKIYSS* aannaorlpts +• Upper Canada. 
C* s, Loyalists* 

Loyalists • Riaolra of soot of thf Sorljr -3 at tiara in 

Up par Jana da. 


p # i f Rtmlnlaoenoss of James Riohardson Ss^*, of 

Clover Hill Toronto,.written by hiasslf 

iM I had It^a fe-.t years since from JOHfl GR*33 . tin old 
and ViQll known inhabitant of the t earns hip of riagetoa 
near Collins Kay who at tha time ha oama with hi* 
father was eleven years old* 

Hr# Craas* etateroent, which I give u near as I oan in 
his own words and f style is as follows* 

Hy father tflCHA -L GRASS, lived at the breaking 
out of tha Revolutionary 7ar on a fora up the Hudson about 
30 Milos above Haw York* He was a native of Germany, 
but had lived moot of his life in >-narioa* 

When the Revolution oommenoed Coni* Lorkemer 

^ 4 

aent ny father an nvitatlon to Join the itmer loans, and 
offered him a Captalnoy In their service* Yy father 
replied ”30" I have oworn allegi-onco to ono Yin,"; and 
oannot servo any other,* 1 for this saying, he was driven 
from his home and family, and obliged to take refuge 
within the Kritlah lines at new York, hie family shortly 


followed, 


Klahael Grans lived to a very advanced a t ;e, and died at 
hia son's the victim of a oanoor in the face* *••••••• 
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6 R ° T * 1804 * U ol«.»e your Kreeltency _ 

In obedience to your w»Uency«s contends to 
«*«lr. end «u*lne Into the pretensions ^ ^ r „ D5 , too . 

'•” 1 " art,d “P” «« »• i. lint - I tew t he tonor 
to stole ttet I ten nod. now, further oogron, m 

roport ttet unle.e the folloln,, tadiyidunl. «, eddue. 

1r0 ° f ° f W5 « h ’ r 4 ^ the ten, of „ ft«u, ^ or , 
the Treaty of S portion in 1788. end of hoeing ,„ lMd y. 

^ St<Dllrt "«*« -tod. ttet ttey nre rot ^ 

to the «. Prirtlege es the orlyloel teyeu.t. no, 

resident In th- let. Colonic. end .ho did noon the tetW 

-.ton of Independence Join the toys! Stendert before the orrld 
Troflty of Independence In 1782, n*t.» 
l^niel Griiss, eon of iiich' el 
jt'etor Grr.gr, non of Kichnel. 


• • • • 


Inspector General* 9 Office, 
IG July 1804, 

(^fTjct) jom mcgill 
Tnso* Oonl. 
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10 iu * air fronds B. Hood ll.atmant 

V/ 8o»«mor of Upper Canada 40. u OOUBDU 

Th. H-orlal of JOUI 8!l of ». Tom. hip ntatorg* 
in t(o Midlard Blstrlot, .Host , on of Dodd to, ta t. of 

tho tome hip of Innoaster In th. Eastern Blstrlot, a U.B. 

Loyalist, deceased* 

0 

Humbly Shewsth - 

That your Umoriallefs lat. father oao . lnt0 Camd . 
a U.B.loyal let from th. stat, of Bow York with many other 
tr.B.loyallsts, a young man In the winter of 1786 and 

Battled In lanoaster aforesaid, where ho remained until 
his deoease about 14 years since* 

• That during his life, he remalmd a loyd, true and 
faithful subject to tlie Crown, and brought up his ohlldren 
faithfully in tho same principles. 

That your Memorialist served during the late war In - 

the Glengarry Segment of Militia, with th. approbation of 
his offioerc* 

That your Memorial let-s said father neglected having 
himself put on the U.E.Llet and has never rooelved any land 
or aruer for land from the Crown - Tint tho an™red doe- 
umente will oertlfy tho above statment. 

Therefore your Memorial lat humbly pray, your Eroellenoj 
will be graciously pleased to order Me said father to be 
f«t on the list of U.E.loyallete to suable your Memorialist 

to draw land as hie son, to whit be Is entitled by the 





Mill 

JOHV SB -*• 

by the bounty of his lsts Majesty George ths third of 
graolous 101017 , for which as in du^r hound ho shall 
•war pray. 

Bated Osnabruok, Bastorn District, February Cist 

ISM. 

JOHI SEE 


I hereby certify that John Sao son of David See of 
Lanoaster in the Eastern District served during 
ths late war with the United States in ths Olangarry 
Regiment of ®ilitia, faithfully and truly libs a 
loyal British Subject in Oapt. Duncan (Greenfield) W. 
McDonnell's Comparer. 

februaxy 

Dated at WiUiesistoici this 29th day of/1836. 

.Fraser 

Adjutant Late Glengarry 

Militia, 

Back of petition - 

Hot recommended there being no proof of Petitioner's 
father having Joined the Royal Standard. 

F .B.H. 


Communicated 7 May 1836. 
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DOMIC ion .iHCHI7S3 # Manuscripts 4m Uppsr Canada* 

c. 3,. ’ ayslista. 

Loyalists - Memoirs of some of the Surly Jettlera In 

‘Upper Canada. 

P# 1* Remlnloceneea of James Richardson Ssq,, of 

Clover Kill Toronto, written by himself 

k 

• •• I had it a few years since from JOHJ CRASS , an old 

and vjoII brown inhabitant of the township of Kingston 
near Collins Fay who it the tine he carte with his 
father wan eleven, years old, 

Mr • Craua 1 statement, which I give as aear as I can in 

% 

hia own words and ey style ie ae follows. 

My father MICHAEL GRASS, lived at the breaking 
out c* the {evolutionary ?.r on ?. f'v.vm up the Hudson about 
oO <.iles above E. ew fork, .n? uaa a native of Germany, 
but hud lived raont of his life in —uoriaa, 

.Vhen the Revolution commenced Gaul, lierkemer 

J w* 

sent my father an invitation to .loin the tmerloans, and 
offered him a Captaincy <r their rerrfee. Uy father 
replied 'i.o ' I lu.vo u./oin aile t ;ia.aoo bo one King and 
oannot serve any other,’’ for this aayiuj, he was driven 
from his home and family, and obliged to take refuge 
within the r irltiah lines at flew York, his family shortly 
followed,,.. 

i 

Michael Grass lived to a very advanced n, o, and died at 
his son*s tho victim of a cancer in the f'sce, •••••••• 

4 
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• Lennox and Addington Historical Society Papers 7ols. 1-4 

7ol# 1 ) - "’he Casey Scrap Fools. In Old-Time Graveyards. 

% 

^’rora" Toronto 7;eekly Sun", August ’?• 5^ 


.'•Jl ..i—x. ~j ^ S i 


■"he body of Captain Crass now lies in what is 
known as the I-tethodist Ceiaetery at Catara A ui, Just 
across the road from the burial place of Dir John 
KaoDonald. There stands at the head of the grave a 
rough stone slab, projecting about one foot above the 
ground and bearing ti.e simple inscription: 

MICHAEL GRASS. 

Died April 25th, 1813. 

Aged 78 years. 






« 





. S€14t 


1H 


Ontario Historical Society Papers and Records "ols. 7-8. 
Vol. 8 - Come Epochs in the Story of Old Kingston 
By Hiss Agnes Kaule !'achar - 2, The Coming of the Loyalists 
P. 112. 


tlXC.-iviiiii GiiAkrfo» 


Captain Grass who had owned a farm some 
thirty miles from Hew York, had once been for a short 
time a British prisoner of war with the Frenoh at Fort 
Frontenac. v/hen he refused to enter the American 
service, an 1 , took refuse with his farably within New 
York under British protection, the commander (Sir 
Guy Carleton, afterwards Lord Dorchester), much per¬ 
plexed concerning the future of the numerous Loyalists 
in the city, sent for Captain Grass .to obtain information 
as to the country about Cataraqui. Finding that he gave 
a good report of it, the General asked whether he would 
undertake to conduct to the place as many of the Loyalist 
emigrants as might be willing to accompany him. After 

three days’ consideration he agreed to become the leader 

£ 

of such a band; vhei^ipon, notices were at once posted, 
inviting all who desired to go to enroll their names. 

A company of women and children was soon enrolled, and 
in vessels provided by the Government they set out to _ 
sea. Their little fleet of seven ships was nearly 
wrecked by the way, and f ey . ot no farther than Corel 

on 

that season, eing obliged to live there through^ the win-, 
which 

ter, in such cincumstancea^ must have beer, dreary enough. 

And now the men of the party had c_ome to 
behold their promised land, and pitched their tents at 



*•143 TH 

Michael Grass (oont) „ 

Indain or Mississauga Point, already referred to as the 
site of an old Indian burying-ground, and of Tronten&o's 
Conference, C’hey surveyed the fair landscape about them, 
as Frontenac had done more than a century before; and 
Captain Grass tells us "there was*no buildin, to be 
Seen, save the Lark-ttffctched wigwams of the savage or 
the newly-ejected tent of the hardy Loyalist"; for the 
ruined walls of Fort Fronts na.-, and its still standing 
tower would hardly count for much in the distance. 

,T ’he wives and families soon followed the 

prospectors. The eager settlers had to remain 

for some time, awaiting the surveying and numbering of 

the Townships, which were not alioted until July. Fean 
time other companies of refugees had arrived on a 
similar errand, and the overnor paid the place a visit. 

. 'hen the time arrived for allocating the town- 

ships surveyed, the Governor gave Captain Grass the 
first choice for himself and the company he had led. 

T e at once chose the first township, that of Kingston. 

-ir John Johnston, who had the second choice took the 
second township now Zrnesttown; Colonel Rogersgf the 
tnird, that of Fredericksburgh; and Major Vanalstine, 
the fourth, Adolphustown; while Colonel KoDonell, with 
his company, took the fifth, that of arys urgh. 





U.0.12/82) 

P*26 


(New Claim) 

Account of Losses nitaM by Miotatl Oiua 
la to of Tryo u County and Province of Nov York 
during the unhappy Dlanontlono In America. 


To Amount of Koal Sstate 
To Amount of Personal " 



liontreal, 20th February, 1708* 

^rldenoo on the Claim of Michael Grace 
lata of Vr y on County and Province of 
Nov York* 


Claimant Sworn, 

Soya he was at Soroll and Cataraqul in the 
Pall 1768, he Rent a plain home by Mr* Kyler and 
Captain Guumersall* 

la a Native of Germany, pane to Amerloa in 
1768, wna living in Tryon County whan Rebellion 
broke out, from the first took part with the 
British Government, in 1777 he want to New York 
where ha continued to reside, and on all occasions 
turned out as Volunteer* 

Had an appointment as first Lieutenant in one 
of the companies of the City Militia in 1760* 

Produces his appointment from Major Patterson, 
came away from New York before the KVaeuatIon,being 
appointed Captain of Militia for a Company of Loyalists 
who were going grom New York to Canada* 

Produces this Conmiesion from Sir GUv Carleton 
In July 1768* 

In consequence of this appointment he come to 
Canada - has been employed in settling the Loyalists 
at Cataraqul for which he has received nothing, above 
900 Persons came under his Direction* 





a«i4t 



osnt'd 



How rMlid at Catamqul. 


withdraws Ilia claim far hia farm inserted in 
hia first Schedule aa ha haa saved it and far aavernl 
Article# of Personal Property »hieh ha haa iu severed* 
x ro uoM a now Account* 


Had a houaa at Mow Toxic, ha built it after ha 
it to Haw folk in 1780 • It aaa on Groind belongi! 
to one Bateman* Says thia aaa a Taoant Lot, and ha 
built upon it in ocnaaquanaa of Psrnieeion siren by 
the Mayor agreeable to a Pr ocl amat ion of sir Henry 
Clinton*a* The building coat him 166 (hiinaaa* 


Lost Furniture to a considerable amount* Thia 
aaa in tha Houaa at hia Farm in ttycn County ^lln 
Claimant aaa at Nee York - The Kebele raised all hia 
PUmituse and Stock, and sold it at Public Vendue, 
be had Tory good Furniture, a stock of Sadie ry Goods 
north at least £160* 


r x >kay took his farming Utensils at the name tine* 
Lost four Horses, fins Cans, 8 Sheep* 

Produces at the foot of hia account the affiderits 
of £ persona to the Truth of the Account now (Iran 
in Snom at Cataracjui* 


Peter Carlow Sworn, 

Knew Claimant uhen am lived on the fcohaffk, he 
was always very Loyal, he went off to Nee York to 
join the British Troops because he aaa oalled upon 
to join tha Babels* 

He aaa in good circumstances, ha aaa a Parmer 
and sadler, he had a very good 8took, he used to hove 
a cjunntity of tools end sadlery goods* 

He had Horses and Coes, had a Waggon and Carta* 


4 
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Loyalty 


Personal 

icstate 


CLAIM 

Uiohael Oreas late of 


Claim 

t of property • — • • 

.Determination ££nd February* 1T06* 

The claimant ia a Loyalist and Bora Irma 
in Support of tha Bri tiril Government* 

Loaaas 

Tarioaa Artiolea of Personal Property - • - £10O«»«* 


1T88 Deo*17th Allowed on 

New York 


revision for a House built at) 
alt* joined British Army ) 
Loss Proved - 


Claim withdrawn 

The Claim for a Farm in Try on County 


(orossed out thus) 


Claim disallowed 


(iha Claih\for a House at !iew\Tork 
ail’d on nTliiss(built during the Troubles 


(sic) 


Resides at Catarequi 





s i e 


■o.1*11 

Hmo of (Till— it • Miohttl On— 
hwiaot • Urn York 

t for Looo of Property - ttfv.19 

o t 

o ri gi n ally allowed • 

as allowed on fiorlotoA - £00*-»* 

Jotal Sue payable under lot Iaxl't. £00.-.- 
Bw l Innoo afttr mob Hooolpt • 800.-.- 






««!«• 



John Sh wUii for o grant of l»nd in 1686 •» o son 
of BOTH 800 *0 t. olalnod *«ld Boro boon «toro* on 
U. U.B.Llot InTlig ..rood In d-*«« totoUtton. 
for fSu?th #7 information ffiV S 
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Wm. Perkins Bull II. C. 

> 


Dear Sir;- 

I oan give you the names of Capt. 
Llichael Grass's U. E. descendants but I 
have no further information relating to 
his settling in Kingston. 


Capt Llichael Grass U. E. 


married Lliss Onary U. E. 


i 


A 



i 



Hiss Grass married Jolm Harper U. E. 


George Ashley U.E. married Elizabeth Harper U. A . 




David See married Catharine Ashley U.E. 


Russell See W\ 






i 
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Lennox and V'* X historical oooiety Papers Vole* 1-4 
Vol. 3 - "’he Casey Scrap Pooka 1 In Old-flat Graveyards. 



he bod; of Captain C-mas twv iiuj iu v».mt la 
kne*n -xs the Metho dist Cemetery ati Cataraqul, Just 

noi’on;; the -road from the burial place of Sir John 

% 

MacDonald, There stands at. the head of the grave a 
nought stone slab, projecting about one foot above the 
ground and tearing the 3 lnple inscription: 


ITICIUEL GRA33. 
Died April 25 th, 1013. 
Aged 7^ years. 




Milt * 


Ontario l3‘n lrJ- boeirty vnera nnd .ecopds * ola. 7»^, 
7ol* ° - ome "“JOjH.-: in tni ' t-cr** *>f L'ld Kingston 
.£» ? *ii»» ... ricn ‘'nnle **n?hr;r - ?„ ~he Com^rnc of the Loyalists 
?. If. * . 

VJTL\n CPJ.63. 

attain Grose who had o >no<l a I'm ~ome 
tb*.rty railou from Hern 'fork* ha-1 unob oen /or a abort 
tin*, a British nriaoner of war with the French at Tort 
’ ronto :i. non ho rox^ood to enter the .oaericon 
oervioe, an I took ro u,;e *..l a hi a fiox.ly vithin Bow • 

York under Vrltisb protection, tu© corananCer tSlr 

> 

Go y Carlo ton, after ,v ardn Lord *' orole liter), ouch per- 
ple;:ed concerning tho future of the numerous i/Oyelista 
la the city, sent »or Captain Cruae to obtain information 
aa to tho country about dataraqul* indixic hut ho b i vo 
a jood report of it, tho General naked whether he would 
unfieruuk© to conduct to the olaoo aa many of tho Loyalist 
emigranta as oljht be billing to accompany hinu After 
throe d uys* consid«rution ho a rood to beoomo tho leader 
of such a band; vhntninon, notices were at once posted, 
lnv 11I’Ll oil Tfho deyirod to to enroll their names* 

A company of women ::s:d children t»u 3 soon enrolled, and 
in ve.‘-s&lt> provided by the 'overrent they set out to 
see* Their little Llest of oevon shipe ~ao nearly 
wrecked ly the way, and t ey ..ot no farther than Orel 

•I 

tb*i aoanen, ei t H obliged to 11 wg there throu^iifc the rlo- 

v» l -fc. 4 ^ 

ter, lu auoh clnouc&tar.ccs, must have been dreary oi.ou^* 
And now the ruin of the party had come to 

behold their promised land, and pitched their tents at 
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Ki'Shael Ora33 ieont) 
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t«ISI 


In-1r in or " lvsl3£:.u c a folnt, iklrc*% *y referred to ar the 
al t j r *.h eld In!!.an bu.*£|r.^-ground, ond of Front* mo* a 
-cnfe/^’i.oc# ’’ey c -he f<ir ? -an *6 jepe anoat they, 

"rente-re ’ if dona r.crc V s. . ?ury afore; iad 
2c ptnin Grass U.llo .»o " *? ere raa *.u bulldln^ to te 
a cor, sr,ve f-r. «r*>V^ . 1 *I C tu.us o 4 * the savage or 

ti c I :! to.-.t c~ Vc ha. ‘y i,oyili3t"; for t ie 

rained ~-uJ.lc of ort ^ronts..': , n.ad Its still <*tAr.ding * 
torer ~orj.d hr-iy.iy ccr. t for iruoh In tne distance* 

r.o rri.rc : .d farillitiu r.oon followed the 

pros;.*co*orr. '"he anger settlors naA to re.ialn 

for sono tine, nurd tir<_ t: c nurvcyiug urd numbering of 


the Towunhips, rriicb were not allotca until July* !*oan 
tlrr.o other companies 01 refugoes had arrived on a 

similar errand, and the overnor p^id the plaee a visit* 
•••••*• hen.the time arrived for allocating the town- 

Jt** 

11 hips surveyed, the overnor gave Captain Grass the 
firs- ohoioe for himself and the eonpuny he had led* 

He at oroe chose ‘no first tewrship, that of Kingston, 
fir John Johns tot:, rhe I od the second ohoioe took the 
r.edcnC tovnahi^ nor frnoottown; colonel Rogerstf the 
third, that of Frederiekcburgh; and iuijor Vanalscine, 
the fourth, idolphustcrn; while -olonel UoDone11, with 
his company, tool: the fifth, that of arys urgh* 




CHT-.RIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY PAPSIS mD R2CCRDS 

Vol. XIV11. 

Toronto Published by the Society 193L* 


p. 9. Chap. 1. The *UIKT3 LOYALISTS OF I 784 . 

By P. H. Bryce, M.A., M.D. 


In a.return of Loyalists who had arrived at Sorel 
frog New York on 28 august, 1783 , the position of 


<apt. Hichael Grass)regarding Kingston Township is 

' 

made clsar. He is stated to have told Gen. Guy Carleton 


in New York that he had been a prisoner in Cataraqui in 
1755-6, and that it was a fine country. He was told to 
collect a shipload of Loyalists, which was sent to Quebec 
and thence to Montreal. This return of Loyalists at 
Sorel of 23 -.ugust 1783 , gives the following: 

Capt. Hie hael Grass, Corps, 27 men total with families. 

Capt. Peter Ruttan Corps, 24 men do 
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See 

Lot 6 Con. 7 c.D* Toronto Cor© 

19L5 - Liith Jn ta S33 

v 

i'dilh Jane nevrlofe •>. nusaell See 

They have d nona and at crenont are llvi.ig on lot. 
Jack - Guelph Agr. college 


Kendall - at n >;ae 
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KINGSTON TO MARK 

mms am 

TO UPPER CANABA 

liany Hundreds of Descen* 
- dants Will Attend Event 
This Summer 

150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Ca&*c.a:i P: 

Kington, Jan —T> th-S centre 
of Loyaiin . w Iut* - r.a:- 

bottomed nver found journey> 

end 150 years ag ». dc%<*t*x;d.uiis of 
those who manned them will throng 
this y eir by .>u-am*r tram and motor 
Ca: 

Special ob&ervamvs a. K.ngston 
and surrounding c.annuuuuoa this 
lummtr are designed to marie the 
pas^.rrg of a century and a hail, to 
recall the spirit of 10.000 men and 
women who forsook e&tab.iahvd harms 
In colonies revolting. against the 
Crown, anti choc** to pioneer agn.n on 
Cataraquis forested si lores. 

Frontenac. Lennox and Add.ngum* 
Counties in Eastern Ontario were the 
Ciiief areas of settlement for United 
Empire Loyalists, who came to Upper 
Canada in 1784. The first, contingent 
arrived under Captain Michael Gross, 
who had been a prisoner of tlie 
French years before in old Fort Fron* 
U'nac at Cataraqui, now Kingston. 
They travelled from .New York to 
Sorel. Que.. in seven King's ships In 
care of a man-o*-war, and covered 
tlie last 200 miles up the St. Law¬ 
rence from Soprl in batieaux. 

Capt^»^t?rass Vas granted the 
ntgfrrffnwnship- foT, on which Kings - 
tcrfi was founded. The second went 
to Rev. John Stuart, “Father of the 
Church of England in Upper Can¬ 
ada." and first rector of St. George’s. 
6;r Campbell Stuart of the London 
Times is a descendant, and main¬ 
tains his forebear's grave in Kingston. 

The noted Indian Chief, Brant, 
and his sister, Mollie Brant, widow 
of Sir William Johnson, head of the 
Department of Indian Affairs in New 
York before the Revolutionary War, 
lived in Kingston in early Loyalist 
da vs. 

Of late years increasing interest in 
Ifric Loyalists has been marked by ex¬ 
tension of the United Empire Loyalist 
Association of Ontario. Two years 
•gn the Kingston Historical Society 
•ought to have the names of all 
descendants in this district enrolled 
In preparation for the 150th anni¬ 
versary celebration. The Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board fcas 
marked many sites dating back to 
pioneer da vs in Uooer Canada. 
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To Hi* £xo*ll«nqr Sir Pranols B. Hoad Lieutenant 
Got amor of Uppar Canada do* in OOUBCIL 

The Memorial of JOHV SHE of the Tofciship of Piteburgh 
In tha Midland District, eldest son of David lot* of 

the tomship of Lancaster in the Eastern District, a U.E* 
Loyalist, deceased* 

Humbly Sheweth - 

That your Memorialists late father came into Canada 

* 

a U.E.Loyalist from the State of new York with many other 
U.E,Loyalists, a young man in the winter of 1786 and 
settled in Lanoaster aforesaid, where he remained until 
his deoease about 14 years since* 

That during his life, he remained a loyal, true and 
faithful subject to the Crown, and brought up his ohildran 
faithfully in the same principles. 

That your Memorialist served during the late war in 


the Glengarry Regiment of Militia, with the approbation of 
his offioers. 


That your Memorialist's said Father neglected havii* 
himself put on the U.E.List and has never received any land 
or oraer for land from the Crown - That the annexed doc¬ 
uments will certify the above statement. 

Therefore your Memorialist humbly prays your Exoellenoy 

# 

will be graciously pleased to order his said Father to be 
put on the list of U.E.Loyalists to enable your Memorialist 

*0 **** land as his son, to whifch be is entitled by th* 






JOHN SSI 


by the bounty of hie late Majesty George the third of 

graoioas memory, for which as in duty bound he shall 
ever pray* 

Bated Osnabruok, Eastern District, February 21st 

183d* 

JOHN SEN 


I hereby certify that John See son of David See of 
Iancaster in the Eastern District served during 
the late war with the United States in the Glex^arry 
Regiment of "ilitia, faithfully and truly like a 
loyal British Subject in Capt. Dunoan (Greenfield) W. 
McDonnell's Company* 

February 

Dated at Williamstom this 29th day of/1836. 

••••.Fraser 

Adjutant Late Glengarxy 


_ , „ Militia. 

Baok of petition - 

Not recommended there being no proof of Petitioner's 
father having joined the Royal StaMard. 

F.B. H* 

Communicated 7 May 1836* 
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ARCKI7ES, Manusoripts 4a Up par Canada* 

U, S. Loyalists, 

Loyalists - Memoirs of aome of the Sarly Settlers in 
Upper Canada, 


p* 1, Reminiscences of James Riohardaon 5aq,, off 

t 

Clover Hill Toronto, written by himself 


A 




••• I had it a few years since rrom JOHH GRASS, an old 
and well known inhabitant of the townahip of Kingston 
near Collins Bay who at the time he came with hla 
father was eleven years old, 

Mr, Grass' statement, which I give as near as I can in 

•N/ 

his own words and »y style is as follows. 

My father MICHAEL GRASS, lived at the breaking 
out of the Revolutionary War on a farm up the Hudson about 
30 Miles above Hew York, He was a native of Germany, 
but had lived most of his life in America, 

When the Revolution commenced Genl, Iierkemer 
sent my father an invitation to Join the Americans, anil 
offered him a Captaincy in their service. My father 
replied "No" I have sworn allegiance to one King and 
cannot serve any other," for this saying, he was driven 
from his home and family, and obliged to take refuge 
within the British lines at New York, his family shortly 
followed,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Michael Grass lived to a very advanced age, and died at 
his son's the victim of a cancer in the faoe* •••••••• 
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Dominion Arohlves, 

D»C» L&od PttltlooB 
-G- 

Ho. 12 1-159 1817-20 

(Ho. 82) 


To His Excellency Sir Peregrin* Mel t lend K.C.B. 
Lieutenant Governor of the province of Upper Canada 
&o In Connell 

The petition of Henry Gras s of the township of 
Grantham, yeoman, humbly shewsth 

That your petitioner and his brothers, 

David, Jeremiah, Michael and John Grass, are the sons 
of the late Mlohael Grass and that there is also a 
daughter (Mary Grass of the township of Niagara, 
spinster) of the Mlohael Grass whom your petitioner 
is given to understand were directed to petition for 
the allowance of 300 acres of land which the honourable 
Counoil recommended to the heirs of the said Michael 
Grass. Your petitioner therefore humbly prays in 
behalf of his said brothers and slater that an order 
may Issue to allow them to locale the said land in 
one of the townships now surveying. And your petitioner 
will ever pray. 

York April 20th 1819 henry Grass 
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First English Record Boole of The Dutoh Reformed Church 

. • * • 

in Sleepy Hollow 


MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons were reoeived into full membership 
on oonfesslon of their faith: 



Aug.17, 1786. 


were reoeived into full membership in the 
congregation of Tarrytown on oonfesslon 
of their faith the following persons, vis, 
Paulus See and his wife, Catrena See; .... 
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(r«il| HinlA, m rtiiuxy 1M4) 



BX JKAN BITCHIB AMDKR3C* 



vMk the Township of Kingston vm first 


oooupied, Deputy surveyor Collins began to plan fop 
ths town and fort* Captain Crass was girsa ths first 
lot on ths land adjoining ths reserve for ths tom* 


This grant sowers a largo part of ths proaont oity. 
Another of ths sstsonod fonndors who was also on ths 
spot was ths Bar* John Stuart* His lot, whioh lap 




next to that of Uiohasl erasable now ons of ths most 

jr» 

dsairabls rssidsntial parts of Kingston* Jossph Brant, 


ths famous Indian ohlsf waa among ths sarlisot settlors. 


hs haring oome from sorel with sons of ths Pionssrs* At 


ths sans tins oams Neil UoLsan and Janes Clark, Captain 


Crawford and Lieutenant Brown, Sorsreign and Lawrenoe* 
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(Family Herald, 7th mrniy IBM) 


JX JHAH HIXCHX8 ANDKRSCK 



The influenoe of the Bor* nr* Stuart wont 
far towards making Kingston that it was in tho early 
days of Upper Canada* In his "Parish Rogiater of King* 
a ton," Dr* A* H* Young says regarding hint 


"From no single house in Upper Canada 
probably, unless it were Bishop Straoban's 'Palaoe' 
in York, or his porsonuge in Cornwall, did influences 
prooeed more varied and more potent than those whioh 

proceeded from Dr* Stuart's house near Kingston* There 

, ** 

liberal hospitality was dispensed, and there, two 

Chief Justices and a Solicitor-General of Lower Canada 

# 

were trained* The tno chief Justioes also became 
baroneto**3ir James Stuart and sir John Beverley Rob* 
ins on, whom Stuart oolled his sixth son and for whose 
education he had become responsible on the death of 
the young boy's father, Christopher Robinson*" 



<• 
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Hml4, 7th Pibnury 1W4) 



IALI3T* 


Th«y v the Loyalista, wore also prorlded with 


olothing for sereral years, including for the m< 


shoes 


Indian blankets for ooata, and ooarss oloth for trousers 


while the women were giren blanketing and other oloth 


for their garments 





(7tally Htrald, 28th February 1954) 



TH» BBPDMIHQ3 07 T0R0KT0 
BT JKAH RITCHIE 1NSRRSGH 


Tht first haute b In Torontt were built 
by tht 7renoh In 1749, under orders from Count 
Qtllssonnlere, who wiahed to ettabllth t tjgpdlng 
post* Tht pitot was oalltd Port Roullle, or Port 
Toronto, and It thought to hart boon made up of 
flYt buildings within a atoohade. It oorered ont 
hundred and eighty feet of land, and waa at tha and 
of tha bay, a league east of tha Hirer, IXirlng tha 
Seren Years 1 War Yaudreuil ordered that Port Rouilla ba 
abandoned, and before the Prenohmen left they burned 


down the buildings* 
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(Faily Herald, 28th February 1984) 


BT JEAN HITCH 18 ANDBRSCB 


Th« Honorable Hlohard Cartwright, grand¬ 
father of Sir Riohord 0 art vr right, wight bo termed 
the "father of municipal government in what wae then 
oullod "the Ccuiadaa (Upper and Lowor Canada)* While 
Colonel Siiaooe was still Lieutenant-Governor, he* 
aa chairman of the Quarter Soaeions of the Midland 
District* submitted a plan for the incorporation of 
the Town of Kingston* As outlined by Dr* Adas shortt 
in his "Municipal History" in "Canada and its Provinces," 
it will be seen that this was a prophecy of actual 


future oonditionst 


i i 
















(IlMlly Herald, E8tk r* bruai, 1924) 

TO BBPIHM1M08 OF TQBQ:.fO 
B7 JKAN HITCH IB ANDBR3CB 


Slmooe vaa impressed with Cartwrirht'e 
suggestion but, as was his custom, he gars it ths 
aristocratic angle in presenting it to ths Homo 
Government. Ho proposed that Kingston and Niagara bo 
incorporated as cities, each having a mayor and six 
aldermen, to bo justices of the peace, and a suitable 
number of oommon councillors. He suggested that the 
members of his corporation "be originally appointed by 
the Groan, and that the suooesslon to vaoant seats might be 
made in such manner as to render the eleotlon as little 
popular as possible, meaning Buoh corporations to tend to 
the support of the aristooraoy of the oountry." 

The Duke of Portland, however, to whom Slmooe 

K 

made his report, was even more fearful of the oommon people 
than the Lieutenant-Governor, for he disoouraged the Pro¬ 
posal, as being likely to "foster a taste for self- 

government •" 
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Wm* Fork ins Bell K« C • 


Dear Sir;- 

I oua glvo you the numea of Cupt* 

Ulohaol Gross's U* £• descendants but I 
have no further infomation roluting to 
his settling in Kingston* 

Capt Uichaol Grass U* S« ^ 

aarriod Hiss ^txxy U. B. ^ ° ^ • 


lliso Gross married John Harper U« B* 


George Ashley U*E. married Elizabeth Harper U*** 


.I II. -Ml ■ 

David See married Catharine Ashley U»B* 

l 

Russell See Vv\ - ^<Xu. 




Mlaha«l ]x ana 


o His Sxwlltmy nr PtWfirini tland v # c # 3 # 
lieutenant ~or«rnor of Crpar :«nada and rnjor ''•rural 
-oomandlne K ia rajenty*« orooa tharain do do 

la Souaoll x 

h0 Petition of the oulldran of >flohn*l ^raaa 
l«t» of tho toonahip of 'ranthan, n.trlot of Klacera, 
•looea ad t htuably nhowath 

That your ratltioner’o father nerved Hla 
Kajoaty aa a private noldlor la the merloao ovolu- 
tlooary .ar. In a oorpa -f “ancaro oon.anded ty 
Lieutenant Colonel John Butler - nan disbonded at 
to oluotion of the eald oorpa on the out day of 
Juno 1784, as Bill appear by the annexed oertlfioate 
irom the oflloer of tho oocipany In a hi oh he served, ,, 
and that he .eat to t e states us oooa aa he one 
dlsohar G ed to look aftor hlo at:od parenta, ohon l.e 
found In very lndi.-ent olronnatn oos. and too old to 
re ,ovod In this provlnoe, hnd theroiore to roaaln 
olth then until they died. hut your petitioner*e 
father onne to th provlnoe olth hla .'rally m the 
year 1801 and -urohaoad land In tho onnahlp ,t mntham- 
at v-hloh plaoe ha died In overr.ter leifi, f r0 « alakneoa 
oontraotod »Mle on oervloo ic tho onnpal c n of that 
year. hat your petitioner^ father never received 



M 



O 



mny land frora the '.roan and that iha D.z. lat aaa 
farmed barora ha raturned to this irovlnoe. *od 
from what your petitionee oun laarn ha never applied 
to have bis Dana losertad upon it* 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that Your 
Sxoellenoy will be pleased to oauaa their lata father v a 
namo to ba inserted on the U«t* List, and to alloc, 
t em to participate in his MnJeoty*a most graoious 
bounty in land aa tha children of a U.I. Loyalist* 

<nd your ietitloner aa In duty bound will ever 

pray. 

David Graae 


In behalf of himself, 
his brothers and slater 


Niagara ZilrA February 1819 


' 1 



















gloha«l Sum 


I hereby oertlfy that Itlehael draw lata of tho 
"ownahlp of Sronthan riatrlot of We,;.,., doo.aaod, 
*or»ed Ilia Majesty In tn« Revolutionary ar as a 
private noldlor la a oorpo of hangers eonanded by 
Idoutenant Colonel John Butler that he was dleohar c ed 
** **** r9fi motion of eald oorye on the 24th day of 
June 1784. That ho belonged to the oompany In ahloh 
I did duty. That he left Magara an soon as he was 
dlsehargod and rent to tho states where he renalned 
for a number of years to take oars of hie aged parents 
and that he returned to thla frovlaoe with his faally 
about eighteen or nineteen years ^bought lands in 
the tan .n. Ip of Cranthaia whore he remained untlll he 
dlec. In 1812. ?hnt ho was a good obedient soldier, 
an 'oaeot Industrious farmer and a loyal subjeot to 
the lng and that his none are hone t Industrious 
ond sober young non and loyal rubjeota. 

P. Ball (?) j.p. 

'• Lieut, lnte 3utl#re 


Siusara ''nroh 2Cth 1319 









lahnel Orate 


*«1 


m® may certify that Michael Graaa lata of 
ranthom In th# district of Hazara served aa a 
private soldiar In Sutlers angers and was re. ularly 
dlna larged at tha reduction of said corps on the 

« T uno 1784* ad been an inhabitant of tha province 
of Hao York pravloua to tha -.aerloan obeli ion* r f 
Crnsa left this country aa stated by letor Ball 'a*, 
in the annexed cor t if 1 cate* v. 0 Graaa and hi a sons 
have ever bean considered aa loyal and good people 
and deserving attention. 

"alfc Glonch 

Lt. Butlore Rangers 


rrlvilege granted In the name of lUohaei Graaa form rly 
of 3utlor *n Rangers far 3C0 acreo a a military claimant 




v l3lmtl "ras a 


Tork X8 Ootobar 18ly 

1 10 h,r#b * Mr «'j that th. nan, of the dan. uter 
of the lata Klohael ?raaa of Sranthan. ay father, 

formerly of Butler's .angers, alluded to la a 
petition lately presented »• file ^oallaooy the Lt. 
lovernor m lounell and on ohloh the children of aald 
loliuol 3rnos -.ere ordered the 3 0 aeree of land to 
w .leh a e-mld have been entitled aa a nllltary 
nlnlnant la Wary and that she resides In the Tonaahlj. 
oi! itia^ora and lo a spinster. 


c 


John Oroaa 



*«!?• 



Dool ni on rohivoa, 

U»C« 'and Petitions 

■G- 

3o. 12 l-l b$ 1817-20 
(Bo. 62) 


o Ills xoclle ley Clr ero^rins KM tlnnd r.C.3. 
Lieutenant 'overnor of tho province of Upper Canada 
too In Council 

-ho petition of henry "raos of tie township of 
Oranthan, yoonum, humbly ahorroth 

hat your iezit loner and hia brothera, 
lavlA, ^oromlah, Michael and . T ohn Crass, ora the .tons 
of the Into Mlchnol ’"raoa and that there Is aloo a 
daughter (Mary ''rass of the tow an hip of rtla£iira, 
njlnator) of tho Michael Craas whon your petitioner 
la t ;ivon to mderatncd were dirooted to '.otltlon for 
tho aUovtanee of 309 ores of land which the onour&Lle 
Council reooro. .eadod to the eira of tho aaid "ioh ol 
'rasa* Your petitioner therefore unbly :raya in 
behalf of hla ^ald brothers and ala tor tlmt an ardor 
oay lanuo to allow tl.cn to looato the aaid land in 
one of the townships now surveying* nd your petitioner 
will ever pray. 

York ipri 1 20th 1519 enry Cra 3 s 
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Affidavit of Samuel Whitney of Twp. of Stamford, that 
been aoro88 Lot 7, Con. A. Caledon, as desoribed in the an¬ 
nexed looation ticket and that said lot, la a oedar and hemloeh 
swamp, and what part of Lot 6, he has seem is the same that 
in his opinion it is unfit for cultivation and that he w uld 
not do the settling duties for the land. 


£9 Apr. 1820, 

Thomas Dickson, J.P. 

Note on back - Returned unfit for cultivation. 


\ 
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^AI&1X/1{| Con. 1. 2. H# 3. | Lots fl. ■ 14 IqoIi 
S.i Lot 6. 

/ j • 

f - 

% 

Under an urder in Council of the 
29th September 1619 three hundred Acres of land are 
located in the name of iiiohael_Gra.ia late of 
Grantham deceased, be ing the lots Number Seven and the 
East half of lot Humber Six in the first Concession 
East of the center Hoad in the Township of Caledon 
in the Home District, hl3 military allowance as a private 
Soldier in Butler*a Hangers during the first Anericun 
War, subject to the Settlement duties. 

Given at the Surveyor 

General's Office at York 

U. C. this 27th of Oct. 1819. 
Thos. Hidout. 
Survey. Gon'l. 


Niagara District 

personally appeared before me Thomas 
Dickson Esq. one of His Majesty’s Justices of the peace 
in said district, Samuel Whitney of the township of 
Stamford who being duly sworn depoaeth and saith, that 
he has been across lot no. 7 in the first Con. of the 
Township of Caledon, as described in the annexed location 
ticket and that said lot, is a cedar and hemlock swamp, and 

what part of Ho. 6 he has seen is the same that in his 

4 

opinion it is unfit for cultivation and that he would 











CABSDOH, Con. 1, £. H. 3., i.ota /I - 14, incl. 

3. i Lot 6. 

i «i 

not do the settling duties for the land. 

3worn before me at 

Queenaton 2yth April, 1820. (Sgd.) 

Samuel Whitney. 

Thomas Dickson •>. P. 
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